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U. S. DEPARTLIENT OF LABOR 
V/AGE AIJD HOUR DIVISION 

V/ashington ,, 

SEASONAL EXEMPTION DENIED SOUTHERN MILLINERY M/.NUFACTURERS . ;• 

A r eques t from t h e Southern M i l l i n e r y Manufacturers ' Assoc ia t ion fo r an 

exemption from the maximum hours p r o v i s i o n of t h e F a i r Labor Standards Act, 

"due t o t h e l a t e n e s s of t h i s sp r ing season , " has been denied by the V/age and 

Hour Di-vision, U, S, Depar-bment of Labor . . > 

"l¥e f e e l sure t h a t as soon as t h e r e i s an improvement i n the wea ther , we 

w i l l have a tremendous demand f o r merchandise u n t i l a f t e r E a s t e r , We a r e , 

t h e r e f o r e , r eques t i ng t h a t our markets be allowed the p r i v i l e g e of working 

overt ime not exceeding 56 hours per week dur ing the pe r iod be-tvreen February 1 

and Apr i l 30, 1940," H, B, S in s , v i c e - p r e s i d e n t of the Assoc ia t ion , wrote the 

D i v i s i o n . '" ' • , • . . . , . 

In r e p l y , Harold D, Jacobs, Adminis t ra to r of the D iv i s ion , po in ted out 

t h a t under the D i v i s i o n ' s r e g u l a t i o n s , t h e seasonal exomption for an i n d u s t r y 

i s app l i cab l e only to an i n d u s t r y ivhich bo th : '' . . , 

" ( a ) Engages in t h e handl ing , e x t r a c t i n g or p roces s ing of m a t e r i a l s 
dur ing a season or seasons occur r ing i n a r e g u l a r l y , annua l ly 
r e c u r r i n g p a r t or p a r t s of t h e yea r ; and 

" (b ) ceases p roduc t ion , apa r t from work such as maintenance, r e p a i r , 
''•:•'''• c l e r i c a l and s a l e s vrork, i n the remainder of the year because 

of the f a c t t h a t , owing t o c l imate or o ther n a t u r a l c o n d i t i o n s , 
t h e m a t e r i a l s handled, e x t r a c t e d , or p rocessed , i n the form i n 
v/hich suoh m a t e r i a l s a re handled, e x t r a c t e d , or p rocessed , are 
not a v a i l a b l e in t h e remainder of t h e y e a r , " . .-. ' •-

Since the m i l l i n e r y i n d u s t r y does not cease p roduc t ion i n the remainder 

of the y e a r , a seasonal exenpt ion was he ld to be not a p p l i c a b l e , 
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